February 24, 2021

‘(1) is designated as a shared position for
purposes of this section by the Senator or
other head of the office in which the position
is located; and

¢“(2) is one of the following:

“(A) A position—

‘(i) that is in the office of a Senator; and

‘“(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the
Secretary of the Senate.

“(B) A position—

‘(i) that is in any committee of the Senate
(including a select or special committee) or
a joint committee of Congress; and

‘“(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the
Secretary of the Senate out of an appropria-
tion under the heading ‘INQUIRIES AND INVES-
TIGATIONS’ or ‘JOINT EcoNOoMIC COMMITTEE’,
or a heading relating to a Joint Congres-
sional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies.

‘(C) A position—

‘(i) that is in another office (excluding the
Office of the Vice President and the Office of
the Chaplain of the Senate); and

‘‘(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the
Secretary of the Senate out of an appropria-
tion under the heading ‘SALARIES, OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES'.

“(D) A position—

‘(i) that is filled pursuant to section 105 of
the Second Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 1978 (2 U.S.C. 6311); and

‘“(ii) the pay of which is disbursed by the
Secretary of the Senate out of an appropria-
tion under the heading ‘MISCELLANEOUS
ITEMS’.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect be-
ginning on the day that is 6 months after the
date of enactment of this Act.

——
RARE DISEASE DAY
Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate

proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
74, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 74) designating Feb-
ruary 28, 2021, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 74) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

——
CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH
Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
75, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
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A resolution (S. Res. 75) celebrating Black
History Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 75) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

——————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 25, 2021

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 11 a.m., Thursday, February
25th; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each; that at 12
noon, the Senate proceed to executive
session to resume consideration of the
Granholm nomination; that there be up
to 10 minutes for debate, equally di-
vided in the usual form; and that upon
the use or yielding back of time, all
postcloture time be considered expired
and the Senate vote on confirmation of
the nomination; that if the nomination
is confirmed, the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action; finally,
notwithstanding rule XXII, the cloture
vote on the Cardona nomination occur
at 1:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order, following the remarks of Sen-
ators LANKFORD and PORTMAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

———

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, it is
the end of February. Almost exactly a
year ago, America was getting its first
cases of COVID-19, and they were being
reported in the media. We were learn-
ing about it but didn’t know much at
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that point. We knew it spread across
China. We knew what was happening
there. But in the weeks ahead and by
the middle of March, just a few weeks
from now, our country started going
into lockdown.

We experienced something we had
never experienced as a country: a man-
datory shutdown across the entire
country, followed by instructions to
senior adults and people with
comorbidities to stay in their homes
and not get out. For millions of those
senior adults, they asked the same
question almost a year ago: When can
I get out of my home? When can I see
people? And the answer consistently
was: Once there is a vaccine. When we
get a vaccine in place, this will be bet-
ter. We don’t know how long that will
take, but once we get a vaccine, we will
be able to turn this around.

Seniors heard that over and over and
over and over again for the last 111
months. And, now, thankfully, millions
of seniors have been vaccinated. We
have 42 million Americans that have
gone through the full regimen. In my
State, almost 20 percent of the adults
in my State have already had their
vaccine. We are one of the top States in
the country, by percentage, getting
vaccines out to individuals. Almost
every person in every assisted-living
nursing home, critical care facility,
staff, and residents have been vac-
cinated. Almost every single senior
adult in my State has been fully vac-
cinated, and we are into the second
round now of teachers and those with
comorbidities and other folks that has
already begun.

But interestingly enough, seniors are
still asking the same question. I had
my shot. I had my second shot. It has
now been the 10 days past my second
shot, but nothing is changed.

A couple of weeks ago, I asked CDC a
very simple question. It is the question
that I am getting asked that I continue
to ask CDC. When will instructions
come out on what seniors need to do
now? Can they get out? Can they hug
their grandkids? Can they go to
Walmart? Can guests come to assisted-
living facilities?

They were all together during Christ-
mas and Halloween and now Valen-
tine’s Day, and they are used to having
kids come in and sing songs and people
come to visit them. None of that hap-
pened last year, and now, they are ask-
ing a simple question: When will CDC
give guidelines for what happens now?
CDC currently has said over and over
again: Wait. We are thinking about it.
We are researching it.

CDC needs to act on this. Seniors
have been cooped up for a year. They
were told months ago, ““‘Once you get a
vaccine, this will get better,”” and they
are now finding they had their vaccine
and nothing is getting better. They
need hope. They need to know the next
step.

So my simple challenge to CDC has
been: Do for the seniors what you did
for the schools. CDC put out extensive
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